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Every few terms, I encounter an audit detail that causes a delay for in conferral/graduation for a student, and I wanted to bring some attention to it. I share this information for your situational awareness and program use. If you can use it to enhance your student advising, that’s awesome … I share in the spirit of making the student experience less confusing, more transparent, and with fewer upsetting email. Because let’s be honest, no one (student or advisor) likes to hear from me when I tell them they didn’t graduate because of [fill in the blank] reason.
                When I confer degrees, I have the responsibility to verify the student has met ALL graduation requirements for not just the degree, but their major and minor/concentration. This makes my degree-conferral “check list” at least 6 items (but sometimes as many as 14) and I check them all … to include:  total hours, Park Res hours, Park Res GPA, Upper Division hours, core requirements for the major, GPA for the major, core requirements and GPA for any applicable minor and/or concentration, as well as BS/BA/BSE degree and liberal education requirements. Falling short in any one area will stop the entire conferral process. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]                From time to time, I have to contact a student and their advisor to tell the student he/she did not graduate at the end of the term because of the student’s GPA. Where this causes confusion is sometimes the student has a >2.000 Park Res GPA for the degree, but has a GPA below what is required by the department for the specific program. 

Let me explain … overall Park Res GPA is easy enough to view and track – it’s a well-known, significant degree requirement and prominently displayed on the top of the audit and bottom of the transcript. But a student must also meet the minimum GPA for their major as well as any minor they have in their program enrollment. Certificates also have their own GPA requirements. For the most part, the GPAs for major, minors, and certificates offered at Park are 2.000, but there are a handful that require a 2.500 or better. I want to put THESE GPAs on your radar if they are not there already.  
	Major
	Minor
	Certificate

	Fine Art – 2.500
	Fine Art – 2.500
	Comp Network – 2.500

	Interior Design – 2.500
	Legal Studies – 2.500
	Diversity & Soc Justice – 2.500

	Public Admin – 2.500 (BPA)
	Org Comms – 2.500
	GIS – 2.500

	Social Work – 2.500 (BSW)
	Public Admin – 2.500
	Indust Org Psych – 2.500

	Education – 2.750 (BSE)
	Spanish – 2.500
	TRHS – 2.500

	History – 2.750
	History – 2.750
	UAS – 2.500

	Military History – 2.750
	Military History – 2.750
	Skilled Helper Pre/Adult – 2.500

	Nursing – 2.800 (BSN)
	Philosophy – 2.750
	


   ** Concentrations do not have a separate GPA requirement, but are configured into and will affect the major GPA. 

Please let me know if you have any questions; I’m always happy to share and assist!  
